Spite Fences Final Discussion 
· Parallels between Gardenia, Angel in the beginning and then later at the Drive-in---symbolic

· Fences, Bridges, and Boundaries, oh my!

· Colors, red, white---photography-color of Kinship---look through the book for red, check out the cover and now inferences…

· Different characters are victims of prejudices in different ways…

· Geography is important in this book, how?

· Power of Family, Blood, and abusive relationships

· Literacy, reading and the power or words and names

· No duh, but racism, prejudice (the ladder of prejudice), stereotyping an obvious theme

· Friendship and the ability to overcome obstacles

· Coping mechanisms, escapism and photography

These are essay topics I have had on tests in the past!!!

Discuss the symbolism in Spite Fences. What message is Krisher trying to convey to her readers?

How is language and literacy important in Spite Fences? Discuss the importance or the power of words and/or names for three different characters in Spite Fences.

Discuss the types of prejudice encountered in Spite Fences. Pick a character to illustrate each: racial, religious, and social prejudice. 

Identify a theme for Spite Fences and discuss its development throughout the novel. 

What is the significance of the story that Maggie’s dad tells her about General Gordon? Find three examples to support your ideas.

What is the significance of the title? 

Maggie says Mama has an “order to everything” and that “if you lived in Kinship, you had your place” (Spite Fences 26, 36). Explain how Maggie follows/does not follow this advice. 

Identify and describe the Boggs*. What is their role in the novel? Based on their characterization, what could they represent?

Names are important in Spite Fences. Explain what George Hardy says about names. Then explain the significance of three characters’ names. Make sure you explain how that character is “like” their name.

Symbolism is very important in Spite Fences. Pick three symbols in the novel and explain how they are important to understanding the novel. 

The geography of Kinship is explained in detail. Discuss why the geographical boundaries are important to understanding the novel as a whole. Cite at least three supports for your response.

*If you are really interested in “getting this essay question” send me a question via the blog and I can tell about Virgil who guided Homer through Dante’s Inferno---could be related.
