Spite Fences Chapter 3-6

Maggie says, “If you lived in Kinship, you had your place.” Throughout this novel, you will notice how there is a certain “order” to how “things” are (geographical order, hierarchical social order, etc).  I would argue that all people want order in their lives—this is how Hitler came to power, by the way. To what extent is this order acceptable? At what point does this order become stifling or counterproductive? 

Oh, Virgil Boggs. I love to hate this guy! Check out the characterization methods Krisher uses to create Virgil and his family. You may want to jot some of them down. Describe the Boggs. Do you know anyone like the Boggs? Maggie’s mom calls the Boggs trash. How would you define a trashy person? What exactly does this term mean? Does Virgil fit your definition?
What kind of prejudice have we encountered so far in the novel? Think about the various prejudice different characters face (Pert, Maggie, George Hardy, Zeke). Have you experienced any of those types of prejudice? Are some types of prejudice worse than others? Make sure you use examples to support your explanation. 

A lot of Chapter 4 is developed to Pert Wilson as a character. What do you think about her? What are some of the actions in Chapter 4 that helped you come to have that opinion?

Names and words are very important in this book. All kinds of names are significant, not just ugly words, like the learning stations, but also character’s names. Think about these names: Zeke, Pert, Maggie, Gardenia—some are easy, some aren’t. Do you think that a person’s name changes a person and how they see themselves? (Imagine your name was Helga, Olaf or Nerf—would you be a different person? Would people treat you the same?) What if you are named after someone? Does this affect you?

The power of literacy is a theme in this novel. How is this theme developed in Ch. 3-6 of Spite Fences?
